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Candidates for President 

 

Judge Njeri Battiste Maldonado is a 2001 Xavier University political science graduate. After graduating from 

Loyola University New Orleans College of Law in 2005, Judge Maldonado practiced medical malpractice in New 

Orleans for over 3 years. She joined the Department of Homeland Security as an Assistant Chief Counsel in the 

New Orleans Office in January 2009. She transferred to the Atlanta Chief Counsel’s Office in April of 2011. Be-

tween 2012 and 2014, Judge Maldonado went on special detail at the US Attorney’s Office for the Northern Dis-

trict of Georgia. There, Judge Maldonado prosecuted criminal alien cases involving illegal reentry, alien smug-

gling, identity theft, and marriage fraud.  

In September 2016, Judge Maldonado was appointed by former United States Attorney General Loretta Lynch to 

serve as an Immigration Judge. She is currently the youngest African American Immigration Judge in the country. Judge Maldonado pre-

sides over immigration cases in Atlanta, Georgia.   Her twin daughters, Tatiana and Adriana, are currently sophomores at Xavier University.  

Her son, Xavier, is a sophomore at Texas A&M.  Judge Maldonado lives in Georgia with her husband, Ramón A. Maldonado, their son Na-

than.  She is currently the Child and Volunteer Advocate for Amazons Sports Soccer Organization and the Recreation Committee Chair for 

the Continental Societies, Inc., Atlanta chapter.  Judge Maldonado continues to be a dedicated alum of Xavier – mentoring current students 

and recent graduates and contributing financially to the university.  

Class year – 2001 

Major – Political Science 

City of residence – Fairburn, Georgia 

 

Projected accomplishments as National Alumni Association President: 

Complete websites for all chapters – including a central, widely accessible place for alum to get information about local chapters, na-

tional initiatives as well as payment links for dues and donations. 

Establish a National chapter where alum who live in areas where there is no local chapter can join, obtain current information, partici-

pate in events near their residence as a Xavier representative, etc., to centralize the process of membership, paying dues at the 

national level then filtering resources down to the chapters to maintain good standing of all current and future chapters.  

Foster community partnerships with organizations and alum who are willing and able to donate their time and talents to Xavier Univer-

sity; acting as a conduit, introducing partners to the University and arranging space and time for partners to conduct open forums 

beneficial to current students and alum.   

Annually highlight legacy students and their parents to encourage other alum to consider Xavier for their children while displaying the 

success of alum/parents in their respective careers. 

Quarterly highlight alum from all majors and career paths to display the successes of ALL departments of study to encourage potential 

students not interested in the sciences to consider Xavier.     

 

Vernon E. Martin, Jr. is a 1973 graduate of Xavier University of Louisiana and holds an MBA from Southern 

Illinois University – Edwardsville. He prepped at St. Augustine High School in New Orleans.  He currently  belongs 

to several professional and civic organizations to include the Society of Human Resource Management, National 

Association of African Americans in Human Resources, National Urban League, NAACP, Life Member National 

Black MBA Association, 100 Black Men, Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club, and is a life member of Kappa Alpha 

Psi Fraternity. 

 

Mr. Vernon E. Martin, Jr. is the President of Martin Professional Business Associates. The firm specializes in Consulting in the field of Hu-

man Resources. The firm has superior expertise in the areas of Human Resources generalist work, Strategic Staffing, Organizational Devel-

opment, Diversity Inclusion, and Training and Development. His primary role is to help organizations build organizational development.   

If elected as National President, the five (5) things that I would like the university to improve on is as follows: 

1) Help increase the recruiting of students that can ultimately once more attract companies on campus through academic compe-

tence that will ultimately partner with the university on Co/Op, Summer Intern experiences, and permanent hires.  

2) Help each chapter enhance its Reclamation program to increase the number of active Xavier grads which in turn will yield more 

funding for the endowment and increase donor giving by 20% for the university. 

3) Assure more transparent communication to the faculty, staff, alumni, and organizational constituencies by the President and Prov-

ost of the direction that the university is taking. 

4) Reinstitute the Business/ Industry program which is comprised of key personnel from the university, local businesses, and industry 

partners throughout the country to enhance the building assets, human capital, fundraising, and academic excellence. e.g. Science Bldg. 

5) Have the alumni have a more active voice with the Board of Directors and President to address issues, concerns, and recommen-

dations. 
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Randall McHenry ‘86 born and raised in East St. Louis, IL, Randall received his BS in Business Administration 

from Xavier in 1986.  A servant leader and strong supporter of the university, Randall has worked with the XU 

National Alumni Association in various capacities since graduation and is currently the 1st Vice President. He 

served as President of the Houston Alumni Chapter of Xavier University from 2010-2014 and currently serves 

as the Chapter Historian.  Randall has successfully Chaired the Houston Chapter “Vincent Rachal” annual Jazz 

brunch, Co-Chaired the annual “Mardi Gras Gala” and co-chaired the Houston Gala honoring Dr. Norman C. 

Francis’s retirement which raised over $25K towards the scholarship fund.  Since the inception of “Give. Love. 

Xavier Day”, Randall has served as one of the Houston Area Team Captains, spearheading area fundraising efforts for the social media 

campaign. 

Randall has also served on various committees within the XU National Alumni Association, including the National By-Laws, Election and 

Annual Golf Tournament committees.  In honor of his dedicated service to his alma mater, Randall was recognized as the UNCF/XULA Out-

standing Alumni in 2012. Currently, Randall is a member of the Houston Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity where he serves on 

the Board of Directors of the Education and Charities Foundation of Houston.  He is a member of the National Sales Network, Inc. and Fa-

ther’s Auxiliary-Humble/Kingwood Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, of which he was a former Chairperson. Randall has recently transi-

tioned from a successful 30 year sales career with various companies including Clairol and Pillsbury to entrepreneurial pursuits including 

Real Estate and Photography. 

If elected, his vision is to maintain a vibrant and active National Alumni Association committed to accomplishing the following goals: 

*Provide members an active and clear voice that can be shared with the University that reflect our common concerns  

*Establish an online Networking database that can be utilized for various purposes such as mentoring and business connections  

*Foster creation of Alumni Chapters in new cities to help develop alumni connections across a wider geographic spectrum. 

*Increase overall participation of alumni members in existing Alumni Chapters and help to strengthen chapter involvement as well as phil-
anthropic giving to the University 

*Establish a link between the National Alumni Association and the Board of Trustees that promotes transparent communications and 
awareness 

Candidates for 1st Vice President 

Lisa L. Tropez-Arceneaux, Psy.D. is a Pediatric Psychologist in New Orleans, Louisiana that specializes in infant 

mental health, maternal fetal health and pediatric burns. She is the international consulting psychologist for Arpo-

quen Pediatric Burn Hospital in Managua, Nicaragua. In addition she has worked with Physicians for Peace since 

2008 where she currently provides training and pediatric burn care to patients in South and Central America. Dr. 

Tropez-Arceneaux received her Doctorate degree in Clinical Psychology in Honolulu, Hawaii. her internship at Ho-

ward University Hospital in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health in Washington, D.C. and her Fel-

lowship in Pediatric Burn Psychology at Johns Hopkins University in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 

Sciences in Baltimore, Maryland.  During her fellowship she was awarded an NIH Minority grant from the National 

Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute to examine culturally relevant resiliency factors in the role of motivating asthma 

adherence in Urban Teens. Dr. Arceneaux also worked on the NIDRR research for the Burn Model System. After leaving Johns Hopkins, Dr. 

Tropez-Arceneaux became faculty at the University of Texas Medical Branch in the Department of Pediatric Burn Surgery in 2008 a well as 

Shriner’s Burn Hospital for Children. She was awarded an NIH Grant from the Eunice Shiver National Institute of Child, Health & Human 

Development to study the effectiveness of virtual reality in reducing pain in pediatric burn injuries. She completed a post-doctorate de-

gree in psychopharmacology in 2015. In April 2016, Dr. Tropez-Arceneaux was awarded the Best Pediatric Research Award in North and 

South America for developing the first Burn Camp in Central America and conducting a 3 year follow up study for reintegrating of patients 

back into the community. Dr. Tropez-Arceneaux is well published in the psychological aspects of pediatric burn injuries. Her current 

research interest includes augmenting pain control during medical procedures with Pediatric bun injuries, infant mental health and mental 

health resilence within high risk maternal fetal health and other traumatic Injuries. Other areas of research published include Acute Stress 

and Post Traumatic Stress disorders in Chronic Medical Illnesses; Pain and Anxiety Management in Children suffering from chronic medical 

illnesses, as well factors effecting body image, depression, anxiety, and self- esteem in adolescent females.  

 

Demetria Hill Sloan is the Founder and President of Vantage Point Coaching, LLC, a boutique executive lead-

ership coaching, life coaching and professional development firm. She is a results-oriented coach, influential 

mentor, outspoken motivator, and recently published author. Demetria is a proud member of the Xavier Uni-

versity of Louisiana Class of 1995 (‘Nuf Said) where she earned her Bachelor of Science in Biology. She went to 

earn her Master of Public Health degree from Tulane University.  

Demetria is known as a servant leader and is dedicated to community service. She led the effort to charter the 

XULA Central Florida Alumni Chapter in 2015 where she currently serves as chapter President. In addition, she 

serves on the National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO) Orlando Board as Programs Chair, 

Orlando Science Center Board, Pink Pearl Foundation Board, and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA) where 

she has been a highly-engaged member for 25 years. Her understanding of board service and development will 

be an asset to the National Alumni Association in the First Vice President role. She plans to leverage innovative ideas and professional net-

work to help grow the university profile in untapped target markets to increase revenues to support the mission.  

Residing in Orlando, Florida, Demetria is the devoted wife of Jeffrey Sloan and proud mother of Devin and Jasmine.  
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Trevonne M. Thompson, MD ('97, Biology) lives in the Chicagoland area with his wife, Nicole ('97, Biology), and 

four children. Trevonne is an Emergency Physician, Medical Toxicologist, and Assistant Dean at the University Of 

Illinois College Of Medicine Chicago. He is a member of the Xavier University Chicago Alumni Chapter. Trevonne and 

his wife have been alumni donors to Xavier since graduation. Trevonne is the founding president of the Xavier Uni-

versity Physician Alumni Association (an affinity organization of the National Alumni Association) which has worked 

to increase Xavier physician alumni engagement. 

Trevonne is an active alumnus who has represented Xavier official alumni events. He has spoken to the US Congress 

and written both academic and opinion articles on topics pertaining to Xavier University, HBCUs, and underrepre-

sented minorities in medicine and science. With this background, Trevonne understands the role Xavier and her 

alumni play in American society. As 1st Vice-President, Trevonne will work to increase alumni engagement in both national and local alumni 

events. Trevonne will also be a voice representing the alumni to the University and its current administration. 

Candidates for 2nd Vice President 

Chakita R. Holmes is a proud 2003 graduate of Xavier University. She has dedicated many years of service to the 

Xavier local and national communities. She recently moved to Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex for career advancement 

and have already integrated into the chapter as a member, attending major events and providing input and direc-

tion based on the key learnings from the Chicago chapter.  

After graduating from Xavier, Ms. Holmes became an active member with the local Chicago alumni association.  She 

served as chapter president for seven consecutive years (2009 - 2016). She led the organization in meeting their 

strategic and financial goals in actively supporting the alumni, students, parents and university. Ms. Holmes was 

responsible for leading the chapter meetings, participating in the National Alumni Association, assisting with college 

outreach and engagement via college fairs, coaching and grooming officers and other active members in coordi-

nating successful activities. One of her key accomplishments in serving the Chicago alumni was spearheading the chapter to earn their 

501c3 and raising more than $50,000 in student scholarships.  

Outside of serving and giving to Xavier, Ms. Holmes lives a full and rich life. Some of her hobbies are traveling, mentoring and coaching col-

lege students, advocating for women and girls in STEM. She has her Master in Business Administration (MBA) and works as a Senior IT 

Scrum Master/Project Manager for a large insurance company. 

 

Kacey Martin-Johnson has over 15 years of environmental, health, and safety experience with specialized tal-

ent in Industrial Hygiene.  Kacey holds two MSPH degrees from Tulane University School of Public Health and 

Tropical Medicine with concentration in Industrial Hygiene and Toxicology Risk Assessment.  She also has a BS 

degree in Chemistry from Xavier University of Louisiana.  She has worked for Fortune 500 companies such as 

Phillips66, Anheuser-Busch, Williams Natural Gas, and International Paper providing leadership and technical 

assistance while establishing clear strategies and protocols to yield maximum results that can be sustained and 

reproduced in a growing competitive global environment.  She is particularly well versed in the anticipation of 

health hazards, prescribing preventive measures, and identifying procedures to reduce and eliminate occupational health hazards in the 

work environment.  Currently Kacey is working in the US Virgin Island of St. Croix where she is serving as the Health and Safety Executive for 

the US Virgin Island Department of Education in partnership with FEMA overseeing the implementation of disaster recovery efforts provid-

ing temporary public schools and sprung structures.   

Mrs. Martin-Johnson believes wholeheartedly in giving back to the community.  She has served on the board of the TRU foundation for 7 

years serving families of domestic violence. In 2017, she started Project Christmas, where school teachers identify needy families which are 

provided Christmas gifts and supplies for their entire family.  In 2018, she spearheaded the Xavierite Graduation Fund where eligible gradu-

ating seniors are provided with funds to assist with paying off their accounts to participate in the graduation ceremony. Kacey met and mar-

ried her husband Javon Johnson, while they both were attending Xavier.  They have two children, Kyleigh Johnson 11 years old,  and Kelcey 

Johnson 18 years old.  Kelcey is following in his parents footsteps and is currently a freshman at Xavier, majoring in computer science.   

5 projected accomplishments if elected for the position of 2nd Vice President 

-Xavier Legacy Scholarship – to encourage legacy students to attend 

- Xavier Alumni Mentorship Program – match former students to mentor current students in the same field of study 

-Xavierite Nationwide Day of Service 

-Continuation of the Xavierite Graduation Fund 

-Summer Internship Initiative- pairing current students with alumni whose companies or businesses have internship opportunities. 

 
 

 

Candidates for Corresponding Secretary 

Nicole Marchand Golden is a 2000 graduate of Xavier University of Louisiana, where she earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Business Administration with a concentration in Finance.  She is also an alumni of Emory Uni-

versity School of Law, where she earned her Juris Doctor in 2003. Nicole is a resident of Atlanta, Georgia, is mar-

ried to Theodore Golden, IV, and has a 10-year old son, Tyler, and a 4-year old son, Harrison. 

Nicole loves to give back to her dear XU. She is a member of the Atlanta Alumni Chapter, volunteers for YMTF, 

and serves as a “Give Love. Xavier” fundraising captain every year, and was recognized as a “40 Under 40” Young 

Alumni Award Recipient in 2015.  If elected Corresponding Secretary of the National Alumni Association she 

plans to use the latest technology and social media platforms to expand communication channels with our local 

chapters and Alumni, and provide further support to the Office of Alumni Relations. 
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Donald R. Naylor, Jr., While considering himself a class of 1997 member, Donald R. Naylor, Jr. officially graduated 

early from Xavier University of Louisiana in December 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science.  After Xavi-

er, Donald graduated from the Loyola University New Orleans College of Law and has been practicing law for sev-

enteen years with previous positions at ExxonMobil Corporation and Reliant Energy.  Donald currently works as 

Transactional and U.S. Trademark Counsel for the Intellectual Property Department of Air Liquide USA LLC, the U.S. 

affiliate of the French global industrial gases company Air Liquide.  Donald is licensed with the State Bar of Texas 

and the Louisiana State Bar Association and is currently a member of the Houston Bar Association, the Houston 

Minority Intellectual Property Lawyers Association, and the Houston Lawyers Association, an affiliate of the Nation-

al Bar Association. Donald is a member of both the Xavier University of Louisiana – Houston Alumni Chapter and his hometown’s Meridian, 

MS Alumni Chapter.   

Donald is a past treasurer of the Houston Alumni Chapter and is a supporter of the chapter’s events.  Over the past Alumni Chapter.  Donald 

is a past treasurer of the Houston Alumni Chapter and is a supporter of the chapter’s events.  Over the past decade, Donald has volunteered 

several times as a Consultant with the Youth Motivational Task Force (YMTF)/Black Executive Exchange Program sponsored by the Xavier 

Office of Career Services to mentor students in preparing for their life after Xavier. In 2014, Donald was honored as an XU Young Alumni 40 

under 40 Award recipient. 

In his most important role ever, Donald lives in metropolitan Houston, Texas with his wife, Dr. Denise Burton Naylor (also a Meridian native) 

and his two sons, Donald Burton and Douglas.  The family worships at Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church in Houston and Donald is active with 

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., serves as a Director of the Cause Foundation (a Houston nonprofit) and is active with 100 Black Men of Met-

ropolitan Houston, Inc. 

Platform Statement From Donald R. Naylor, Jr. 

My fellow Xavierites, after serious consideration, I am offering my time and talents to serve as your National Corresponding Secretary for 

the Xavier University National Alumni Association.  In this role, I wish to make certain to attend to all of the Association's correspondence, 

to effectively report all communications received to the Board, and to send  notices this position is required to transmit to the member-

ship.  Beyond the basic duties of the office, I want to help galvanize us - Xavier Alumni - to do more to secure Xavier's future in training and 

nurturing servant leaders.  I also want to provide vocal representation for the Alumni about matters that concern Xavier and its future. I 

humbly ask for your vote for the Office of National Corresponding Secretary.   

 

Candidates for Recording Secretary 

Natalie Clark is a proud 2011 Graduate of Xavier University of LA College of Pharmacy. She is currently a staff 

pharmacist at Alliance RX Walgreens Prime Specialty Pharmacy in Frisco, TX. In her spare time she can be found 

reading a good book, cheering on her favorite sports teams, decorating, or traveling.  She is an active member of 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc., Kappa Zeta chapter, and likes to volunteer with local youth groups when she can. Some 

of her fondest memories as a Xavierite were serving on the homecoming court as Miss Junior, and crossing Zeta 

Phi Beta Sorority Inc., Beta Delta Chapter in the barn.   

Since graduation, Natalie has been a member of the DFW, Xavier Alumni chapter. Her favorite alumni events in-

clude the annual crawfish boil, jazz brunch, and the Give Love Xavier Day.  Natalie has also been a part of Xavier’s 

young alumni homecoming for the past couple of years. Her vision as national recording secretary would be to become a liaison between 

the young and old alumni, as well as strengthen the XU bond between the two groups. She would also like to make sure that there’s a cen-

tral location or source for all alumni meetings, minutes, and agendas. Natalie's last goal would be to increase social media presence, and 

make all alumni aware of what’s going on with the national alumni association.  

 

Tiffany T. Devereaux, a graduate of the Class of 1998 with a BS in Biology, is a native of Shreveport, LA and cur-

rently lives in Lancaster, TX, a suburb of Dallas. Passionately active in alumni efforts, Tiffany currently serves as the 

Recording Secretary and Chair of the Programs and Communications Committee for the Xavier University National 

Alumni Association (NAA). Tiffany has chaired and co-chaired the Alumni Homecoming Golf Challenge and this 

year’s golf challenge is on pace to host 100 golfers and be the NAA’s most successful fundraiser. Tiffany is an active 

and faithful member of the Dallas/Fort Worth Alumni Chapter, having served as Treasurer from 2008 -2010, Presi-

dent from 2012 – 2015, Fundraising chair from 2016 – 2018 and is currently the chapter’s Corresponding Secretary. 

Tiffany has represented her class as a Reunion Class Agent for all four of its reunions and has been a team captain 

for Give. Love. Xavier Day for the past five years. 

Active in civic and community affairs, Tiffany has been the congregational nurse at her church since January 2008, bringing health and well-

ness information and activities to her congregants. Since 2013, Tiffany has been appointed and served on several advisory boards for the 

City of Lancaster, including the Library, Comprehensive Planning and now the Health Advisory Board.  Tiffany is also a small business owner 

operating a chocolate fountain rental and confectioneries company.   

Candidates for Treasurer 

Kevin Barnes, Jr is a 2010 graduate of Xavier University. He currently works as the Director of Communica-

tions for the Orleans Parish School Board. He has worked in education and nonprofit management for the past 

10 years. He serves on numerous community boards and has managed budgets as large as $500,000. He has 

been elected to two terms as Treasurer for the National Alumni Association. He is committed to continuing the 

excellence of Xavier. On the board, he created the first comprehensive budget and brought all of the associa-

tion’s finances online in order to provide timelier processing. While a student at Xavier, Kevin worked as the 

Managing Editor of the award winning university newspaper, The Xavier Herald.  Cont.. 
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He serves on the Mass Communication Department Advisory Board, where he assist with fundraising and career development. Last year, he 

also created the first endowed scholarship for Mass Communication students.  He is often asked to be a Guest Lecturer and proudly serve 

as a Give Love Captain every year to raise funds for students in need. 

 

Sergelynn Francois is a 2006 graduate of Xavier University of Louisiana, where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in  

Physics. She is from New Orleans, LA  


